
If you are still reading along with us, congratulations! Even at this early point in the reading 

you’ve probably learned a lot you didn’t know—and some you didn’t want to know. Historically, 

it is in these chapters of Leviticus that readers usually begin to lose interest or get discouraged 

because they have fallen too far behind and drop out. It’s not too difficult to see why. I think if 

we could compile all the chapters of the Old Testament that seem to have absolutely nothing that 

pertains to us, we would probably have as much text as we have in the New Testament. 

So what’s the point of reading these chapters if they aren’t specifically relevant to us and, unless 

you do another Bible-thon, you won’t likely read again. Are we reading them just to say we’ve 

read every word of the Bible? Although I think it is okay to see it that way since that is the 

ultimate goal of Bible-thon, we might appreciate these words a bit more if we take time to reflect 

on the context from which they come. Here are three factors I think are worth considering. 

First, at this time the Israelites had just recently left Egypt where after several centuries of being 

exposed to the Egyptian’s religious practices it’s safe to assume they were very familiar with 

them. It’s likely as well that there were some Israelites who had even embraced them. How long 

after leaving Egypt, and in spite of all the Israelites had witnessed of God’s power over the 

Egyptians, did it take for them to fashion an idol in the form of a golden calf? It might have been 

a replica of the Egyptian cow goddess Hathor or their bull god Apis? 

Second, the Israelites were going to enter a land where they would be surrounded by other 

cultures whose religious practices were probably more extreme than the Egyptian’s—even to the 

sacrificing of their children. And, as we will read about later, a place where the Israelites were 

continually falling under the influence of those cultures. 

Third, but most importantly, God’s presence was to dwell among them at the Tabernacle, the 

Tent of Meeting; and the second commandment forbids the fashioning of idols—which I believe 

can be extended to any structure used to house those idols. Ergo, the excruciating detail God 

gives for the Tabernacle’s construction and its service by the Levites! 

Imagine if you can, God’s presence manifest at Cornerstone in the same manner as it was for the 

Tabernacle. There would be a cloud hovering over our sanctuary by day and transforming into a 

pillar of fire at night. And what if, in order to preserve the sanctity of that space, God had a few 

rules He wanted us to observe so that we would not defile that holy ground. Would we not gladly 

be willing to do whatever He required? But would we then, like the Israelites, become weary of 

observing those rules and start to amend them to our liking, and then be enticed away to other 

gods—objects of our devotion. Would we even adopt other forms of worship that made us 

appear less different, more in the main stream, worship that was more compatible with our own 

sensibilities of right and wrong, or were just more exciting. 

We are called today to “worship in spirit and in truth” but sometimes we may forget that it is 

with God’s Spirit and in God’s truth our worship is to be given—not our own. By-the-way, the 

second part of Jesus’ response when asked what was the greatest commandment, “…love your 

neighbor as yourself”, comes from Leviticus 19:18b. 


